[Adverse drug reaction and rational use of levofloxacin: a prospective study].
To study the rate of adverse drug reaction(ADR) and the rational use of levofloxacin among in-patients. All in-patients treated with levofloxacin were prospectively observed in 7 hospitals of Beijing. One hundred and five ADR cases were found in 2,661 patients injected with levofloxacin. The ADR rate was 3.9% while 4.8% of them were classified as severe cases. All severe ADR cases had a nature of double infections. The ADR occurrence was related to older age, irrational drug use, combined medicine and allergic history. The rate of levofloxacin irrational use was 19.9%, especially in the elderly population, due to too long or too short course of treatments. Levofloxacin is viewed as a safe injection in clinical practice, however, combined medicine and elderly patients should be paid more attention when on administration of this medication. The irrational use of levofloxacin was recognized as one of the main reasons causing the increase of ADR.